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welcome
King’s Church Guildford is a ‘family on mission’. We are a family because now, through faith in Jesus
Christ, we are united to God and to one another. Therefore, we want to love, encourage and serve
one another - spurring each other on to become more like our saviour. We’re a family - and we’re on
mission because becoming more like Jesus means increasingly sharing His concern for the lost.
Therefore, we want to give sacrificially, pray persistently and speak boldly so that many more people
might hear and believe the gospel of Jesus and have life in His name.

As a family on mission we have, once again, experienced so much kindness from our Heavenly Father
over the last 12 months, for which we thank and praise him. It’s been a year of continual change and
growth. In September 2017 we appointed Dave de Villiers and Gareth Knight as Elders, Tom Barnardo as a Student & Youth Worker and Dave Williams as Ministry Trainee. In December 2017 we
appointed Laura Irvine as part-time administrator. In April 2018 we had our first baptism service baptising two young men who had recently come to faith. In May 2018 we moved into our first
church office in order to have a place for the staff to work together as well as a base and address for
the charity. In June 2018 we also took the decision to move from Boxgrove Primary School to
Guildford County School for our Sunday meetings (with effect from September 2018), so that we
might have a better space in a better place to continue to build God’s church with His word for His
glory.
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During the year there have also been engagements, marriages and babies being born; new people have
joined, some people have become Christians and many people have grown in the faith. In all this, the
Lord has continued to provide what we need, when we need it to help advance His kingdom. It has
been a year of many blessings.
But it has also been a year of various trials, as many in the church family have experienced illness,
bereavement and unemployment. We have also seen that change and growth are not easy and can
often be very painful. Life and ministry bring great joy and deep sorrow. Our teaching series in
Ecclesiastes reminded us that this period of time (in between the fall of man and the return of Jesus) is
marked by sickness and sin, frustration and futility - all of which the Lord uses for the good of His
people and the glory of His name.
When people ask me ‘how is it going at King’s?’, I often answer with the word ‘typical’! That is,
according to what God says in the Bible about what we are like, what the world is like and what He is
like, what we are seeing at King’s is absolutely normal! So, in times of blessing and in times of trial we
praise our Heavenly Father and press on as His family on His mission.
RICHARD LEADBEATER
Pastor
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EVANGELISING
‘For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost’
– LUKE 19:10

We want to share our Heavenly Father’s concern for the lost and
point people to Jesus, the only one in whom salvation can be
found. This is why, during 2017-18 academic year, we have put on
events (such as ‘The Roots of Jazz’ evening), run ‘Explore’ and
sought to make our Sunday gatherings accessible to visitors, so
that people of all ages can hear the gospel, ask their questions and, we pray, turn to Jesus.

Our Evangelising
ministry is about people
coming to faith.

But evangelising isn’t just about programmes and events, it’s about people and relationships. So,
alongside providing opportunities for people to ‘come and hear’ the gospel, we are striving to be a
people who ‘go and tell’ the gospel. That means getting alongside our friends, family, neighbours and
work colleagues; loving them, spending time with them and prayerfully seeking to speak about Jesus to
them.
Let’s pray that many more people in Guildford and beyond might come to faith and enjoy life in
Christ.
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“ Jesus has changed me to think more about people's spiritual
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health and try to show His compassion to the people
”
around me.

“ Five years ago I didn’t even
think about God, but now
He’s a huge part of my life. ”

“

Explore quite literally
changed my life. By getting
to know Jesus from the gospel
of Mark each week, and to learn
about a God who came near to His
people, on a rescue mission, took me from
an apathetic agnostic to grateful believer. ”
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ENGAGING
‘Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it’
– 1 CORINTHIANS 12:27

Our Engaging ministry
is about people
joining the family.
As a church family, we want to reflect our
Heavenly Father’s gracious welcome of
people into His family. Therefore, we work
hard to make everyone feel welcome at
King’s, whether older or younger, regular or
visitor, believer or doubter. We also want to
help Christians keen to make King’s their
home to settle in as easily and as quickly as
possible - to become gospel partners in our
‘family on mission’.
That’s why we have put on Welcome Meals each
term, run a training event for the Welcome Team,
introduced new literature (such as our Family on
Mission booklet), produced new publicity, started a
new Life Group and appointed Carole de Villiers to run
this area of Ministry as a volunteer, three days a week.
It’s been a great joy over the last 12 months to see a
number of visitors coming along on Sundays, with many
being integrated into church life.
Let’s pray that many more people would come to faith
and join the family.

6

“

We feel as though we've been here for years, and
not months, with how warmly we were
welcomed. People sitting near us
purposely introduced themselves
to us each Sunday and then
connected us to other
people. We feel valued,
cared for and
integrated.

”

“

From the
moment we
arrived in Guildford
in the summer, our
whole family has been
made to feel at home at
King’s. We have all appreciated
the very warm welcome we have
received, which has allowed us to integrate
quickly into church family life, giving each of us
opportunities to be encouraged and grow in our faith.

”
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ESTABLISHING
‘He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone
with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone fully mature in Christ’
– COLOSSIANS 1:28

Our Establishing
ministry is about people
growing in maturity.
Psalm 1 contrasts the difference between the
person who delights in God’s word with the
person who rejects God’s word. The former
is likened to a strong, flourishing tree, whilst
the latter is described as ‘chaff blown away by
the wind’. At King’s we want people to thrive
and flourish in the Christian life - to grow
increasingly mature in Christ. This maturity is
brought about by the work of God’s Spirit
through the teaching of God’s word.

Let’s pray that the Lord would continue to
grow us in number and maturity.
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4 YOUTH GROUPS

That is why we teach the Bible to all ages in
the church family, so that we might all believe,
obey and speak God’s word. This is why we
run groups for children, young people and
students. It’s why we long for people to be in
Life Groups and Ministry Teams, hearing the
word and serving the church. It’s why over the
last year we have studied Acts, 1 Peter, Ecclesiastes and 1 Kings - because God grows His
church through His word.
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“ The Old Testament is full of systems
(judges, kings, sacrifices, priests)
that Christ fulfils. Over the last
year I've loved spending time
exploring this, and deepening
my understanding of
how kind God is towards
me despite my
deafness to him. ”

“ The course in the
autumn was such
a helpful and practical
reminder to me that the
best outward expression
of our love for the Father, and
also the way to bring great joy to His
heart, is by loving, forgiving, supporting, encouraging,
serving and praying for one another. The love we have for
our brothers and sisters in Christ is how we know we have
passed from death to life and how the world will know we
are Jesus' disciples. What an encouragement to grow in our
love for one another at King's!

”
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EQUIPPING
‘So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers,
to equip His people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up’
– EPHESIANS 4:12

According to Ephesians, ministry is not just done by the pastor to
the people. Rather, pastors teach the Bible so that the people
might do ministry to others. Therefore, we want to grow a
culture of training where every Christian at King’s is equipped to
do all kinds of ministry to all sorts of people in all manner of contexts.

Our Equipping
ministry is about people
training for service.

This is why, in the last 12 months, we have put on training events for children’s and youth leaders; for
Student Group leaders and Life Group leaders; for women and for men. It’s why we run the Ministry
Training Scheme (MTS) - a full-time 12 month training programme aimed at equipping men and women for ministry at King’s and beyond, both now and in the future.
Let’s pray that more and more people would be equipped for service, so that the body of Christ may
be built up.
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“

“

I've really appreciated being
given the opportunity to lead in
the student group, the constant
wisdom and encouragement
from the team has really
helped me to develop
in this role. I'm very
thankful for the
time and effort that’s
put into our weekly planning
meetings to make them so
informative and useful. ”

I’ve been thankful for the various
ways I’ve received training at King’s this
last year. At Rooted Training I’ve learnt how
to prepare Bible studies to help young people understand
God’s word. Receiving training on how to read, and therefore lead
studies about, Genesis was particularly helpful. Women’s Ministry
has influenced the way I approach life, for example, having a
more joyful attitude, even when things are difficult, because of the
joy we have in Christ. Life Group has equipped me to read the
Bible properly, allowing me to get stuck into books of the Bible. ” 11

ENABLING
‘Everything must be done so that the church may be built up’
– 1 CORINTHIANS 14:26

Just as a vine cannot grow without a supporting trellis, so too
the word ministry of the previous four ‘E’s cannot grow
without the organisational ministry of ‘Enabling’. There are
many unseen areas of this vital ministry, such as operational (Safeguarding, Health & Safety, Data
Protection, school liaison, rota administration etc), financial/legal (bookkeeping, fundraising,
contracts and housing etc), partnership (receiving support from others, giving support to others,
AMiE, SGP etc) and strategy (vision, direction, decision-making, development etc).

‘Enabling’ is about
supporting word ministry.

We are very grateful for the Lord’s provision of our first church office in May 2018, which has had a
significant impact on our ‘Enabling’ ministry. We are also very grateful for Laura Irvine who served as
part-time administrator from January - July 2018 and for the many regular givers whose sacrificial
financial giving makes the work possible.
Let’s pray that the Lord would continue to provide the people, the money and the wisdom so that
the gospel might continue to bear fruit at King’s and beyond.
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